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That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:21
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Christ is set forth in the Scripture as the believer's Husband. All
the elect were betrothed to Him by the Father before the foundation
Think of it!
we were yet in our sins, guilty, unworthy of the least of His

of the world in love. God espoused us to Christ when

blessings and favor. The dowry Christ agreed to pay was His own
life, His obedience and blood to pay our sin debt to God's law and
justice and establish righteousness on our behalf. As our Husband
He affectionately took full responsibility for us and our debts to
God, to make us willing in the day of His power, and to present us
before the Father, holy and without blemish. This marriage union
is eternal, everlasting, and can never be broken. Now, if our sins,
our idolatries, before true conversion could not dissolve this union,
we can be sure that our sins and shortcomings AFTER true
conversion cannot dissolve this union now. Nothing can separate
us from Christ our Husband. That is encouragement to believe and
to come to Christ in every circumstance. And that is grounds of
assurance of salvation. "For we are members of HIS body and HIS

flesh and of HIS bones" (Eph. 5:30). — Copied
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The true Christian has enough to make him genuinely happy! All of his sins are forgiven and
forgotten.  He is adopted into God's family. His person is justified before God. He is clothed in
the perfect righteousness of Jesus Christ. He is a child of God. He is regenerated by the Holy
Spirit. He has the Spirit of adoption in his heart. He is at peace with God, and God is at peace with
him. — Copied

Our Hope in God’s Faithfulness

The Word of God commands and encourages all true children of God to be faithful and true to
Him as we rest in and follow Christ and His Word — “Moreover it is required in stewards (believers,
true servants of the Lord), that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). It tells us that our faithfulness is
a gift of the Holy Spirit and the working of God’s grace and power within us — “Being confident of
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus
Christ:” (Php. 1:6). This shows us that the ground of our assurance of salvation and continuing unto
final glory is not our faithfulness but HIS faithful to keep His promises given us in and by Christ
Jesus. We are totally dependent upon the glorious truth that God promised in the everlasting
covenant grace to save all whom He has chosen to save and given to Christ — “All that the Father
giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).
Next, we are totally dependent upon Christ’s faithfulness, as our Surety, Substitute, Redeemer,
Intercessor, and Keeper to accomplish the fulfillment of ALL the conditions required to insure our
salvation unto final glory — “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being
witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith (faithfulness)
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference” (Rom. 3:21-22).
“For all the promises of God IN HIM are yea, and IN HIM Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2
Cor. 1:20).

So, as we who are saved and motivated by God’s grace in Christ to be faithful continually —
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering,” — we need to understand that it is
God’s faithfulness to us in Christ that keeps us faithful to Him — “(for HE IS FAITHFUL that
promised;)” (Heb. 10:23). Let us who believe and rest in Christ for all salvation proclaim with the
prophet — “This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are
not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning: GREAT IS THY
FAITHFULNESS” (Lam. 3:21-23). —Pastor Bill Parker
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Prayer Requests

Patricia Pannell, Audrey Asher, Kathy Robinson, Lori Ann Loosier, Leon Drake, Judy Fletcher, David
Tennyson, Monica Hayes, Patsy Parr, Phyllis Payne, Glenn Tennyson, Mason Flynn, Banks Margeson,
Jermaine Harpe, the mission in Malawi, Africa.

-O’ For A Thousand Tongues - 46
-When I Survey the Wondrous Cross - 118

From the Pastor

Debbie and I are in Ashland, KY, visiting with our family. = We are worshipping today with our
brethren at Thirteenth Street Baptist Church where Brother Jim Byrd is pastor. The Lord willing,
we plan to return home this week and be back for our worship service next Sunday, August 16, when
we will resume our 10:00 a.m. Bible Study in the Book of James. Please pray for us as we travel
home this week.

Call to Worship

(Tune — O For a Thousand Tongues — p. 46)

Glory to God the Father’s name,
Who, from our sinful race,
Chose out His people to proclaim
The honors of His grace.

Glory to God the Son be paid,
Who dwelt in humble clay,
And, to redeem us from the dead,
Gave His own life away.

Glory to God the Spirit give,
From whose almighty power
Our souls their heavenly birth derive,
And bless the happy hour.

Glory to God that reigns above,
The eternal Three in One,
Who by the wonders of His grace
Makes His salvation known.



