Lesson 1 - THE GLORIOUS DOCTRINE OF CHRIST 1 TIMOTHY 1:1-3

(1 Tim. 1:1) - God the Holy Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to write two letters to a young man
named Timothy who was a true disciple of Christ and a preacher/evangelist/teacher of the
Gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in and by the Lord Jesus Christ. Even though this
letter is to Timothy, the Lord made it part of His inspired Word to be read and studied by the
whole church. At an early age Timothy was taught the Gospel by his mother and grandmother (2
Tim. 1:5). He grew to become a companion and fellow-laborer with Paul. Upon his release
from his first imprisonment, Paul took Timothy with him to Ephesus, and Paul left Timothy there
to minister as their pastor to the brethren in that church. In first and second Timothy Paul
instructed and encouraged this young preacher/pastor to depend wholly upon the grace of God,
to preach Christ crucified, to defend the faith against false teachers, and to live out his faith in
Christ according to sound doctrine and teaching others to do the same.

Paul acknowledges that he was “an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of
God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ.” No man makes himself an apostle. Paul owes his
apostleship to the Father and the Son. The title “God our Saviour” belongs both to the Father
and to the Son, for the Father loved us and gave the Son to redeem us. Paul made clear that
“God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope;” - Christ is not only the Author of
every believer’s good hope for salvation and eternal life, His righteousness is the ground of this
hope, and His promise the assurance of this hope. Christ is our wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 1:27).

(1 Tim. 1:2) - “Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith:” - Paul’s relationship to Timothy in a
spiritual sense was as close as a father to his son. He calls him his son because of his age,
because of his deep affection for him, because he instructed Timothy in the doctrine of grace,
and because, as a faithful son, Timothy served with Paul in the ministry of the Gospel. “Grace,
mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord” - This is Paul’s usual
salutation to his brethren in the faith. Peace with God is based upon God’s grace and mercy
towards us in and by the Lord Jesus Christ and because of His sacrifice for us on the cross as our
Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer (Col. 1:19-21). It is by Christ’s work in His obedience unto
death that God has been reconciled to His people and His people are reconciled to Him (2 Cor.
5:19-21)

(1 Tim. 1:3) - One of the main reasons Paul wanted Timothy to remain in the church in Ephesus
was to stand firm against false preachers preaching false doctrine - “that thou mightest charge
some that they teach no other doctrine.” Literally, this means “teach nothing contrary to
sound doctrine.” Doctrine is teaching, truth, enlightenment. Our doctrine is the Gospel of
God’s grace in and by Jesus Christ. John called it “the doctrine of Christ,” and he made it clear
that those who teach any doctrines contrary to the doctrine of Christ are not true believers and
should not be considered part of the fellowship of believers (2 John 9-11).

This doctrine concerns the glory of the triune Godhead (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)
revealed in the glorious Person and finished, successful work of the Lord Jesus Christ (Col.
2:9-10). It sets forth the work of all three Persons of the Godhead in the salvation of sinners
(Eph. 1:3-14). It is the doctrine of grace that identifies the true and living God as opposed to
idols. It tells us of God’s absolute sovereignty, justice, as well as His grace, love, and mercy in
Christ. It identifies Him as both a “just God and a Savior” (Isa. 45:21), and as HE Who justifies



the ungodly by His grace based on the righteousness of Christ freely imputed to His chosen
people (Rom. 3:21-26; 4:1-8; 2 Cor. 5:21).

The true doctrine of Christ identifies and distinguishes God the Father, Who represents
the sovereign rule of the Godhead, as He Who chose a people to save before the world began
and Who gave them to God the Son to accomplish their full salvation by His work as their Surety,
Substitute, Redeemer, and Preserver by establishing righteousness for them by His obedience
unto death. It identifies and distinguishes God the Holy Spirit as the sovereign Agent Who, by
the new birth, imparts to them spiritual life, knowledge, faith, repentance, and all that is
needed for them to persevere unto glory.

The true doctrine of Christ identifies and distinguishes Jesus as God the Son, the second
Person of the Holy Trinity, “manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16), “God with us” (Matt. 1:23),
“the Word made flesh” (John 1:14), Who came from heaven to earth to “save His people from
their sins” (Matt. 1:21). It is the Gospel of substitution, imputation, and satisfaction as Christ,
our Substitute, was made sin by the debt of our sins imputed to Him, and by His one sacrifice
for our sins, He satisfied the justice of God and secured the salvation of all for whom He lived,
died, and arose (John 10:11-25; Heb. 10:1-14). It identifies Him as “the righteousness of
God” (Rom. 1:17; 2 Cor. 5:21), which is the merit of His obedience unto death as the Surety,
Substitute, Redeemer, Intercessor, and Preserver of all whom God the Father chose to save and
gave to Christ, conditioning their whole salvation on Him, and for whom He lived, died, and
arose again to secure their salvation unto final glory.

The true doctrine of Christ identifies God’s chosen people as sinners who deserve and
have earned nothing but death and hell, and makes clear that there is no possibility of salvation
for them if any part of salvation were conditioned on them. They fell by Adam, their natural
father, into a state of sin, spiritual death, and depravity (Rom. 5:12). This doctrine tells us that
by nature, God’s elect are no different than the children of wrath as they have no natural desire
for things that glorify God in Christ (Rom. 3:10-12; 1 Cor. 2:14; Eph. 2:1-3). It tells us that if
they are saved, it is not by their works or their wills; it is by grace based on Christ’s
righteousness imputed to them (Rom. 9:15-16).

The doctrine of Christ tells us that if any sinner truly believes in Christ for salvation, it is
because that sinner has been born again from above by the Holy Spirit, not because of that
sinner’s natural pedigree, works, or decision, but because of God’s sovereign power and grace in
and by the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:12-13; 3:3-7; 6:44-45). Faith, repentance, and
perseverance are all gifts from God (Eph. 2:8-10), given by Him to His people and for His glory.

The doctrine of Christ tells us that godliness and obedience can only be accepted by God
through the blood of Jesus Christ, and must be motivated, not by law (legal threats of loss of
rewards and/or punishment; mercenary promises of earned reward), but by grace, love, and
gratitude seeking to glorify God as the one and only Savior of sinners.

Many claim that “we don’t arrive at Christ through doctrine, but we arrive at doctrine
through Christ.” This is at best very confusing and at worst a lie. Yes, it is true that it is Christ,
not doctrine, Who saves, preserves, and brings us to glory. But God the Holy Spirit uses the
doctrine of Christ to drive us to Christ by God-given faith and repentance of dead works and
idolatry (Rom. 1:16-17; 6:17-18; 10:13-17; 1 Tim. 4:16). According to God’s Word, there is no
arriving at Christ without the Gospel, the doctrine of Christ. Throughout Paul’s letters to
Timothy, we will see the necessity and beauty of the glorious doctrine of Christ. It is truth that
God brings His people to believe and love because it glorifies Him, exalts Christ, leaves us with
no room to boast, and inspires us to the liberty of the obedience of faith.



