
Lesson 10 – THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS                     1 Timothy 3:14-16 

(1 Tim. 3:14) – “These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:” – The 
Apostle Paul wrote this letter in anticipation of visiting Timothy and the church at Ephesus 
again.  He wanted to encourage Timothy and the brethren at Ephesus, and he wanted to 
discourage those who were in error concerning the Gospel and its particulars.  The reason he 
wrote this letter was in case it took him longer to come to Ephesus than he had planned. 

(1 Tim. 3:15) – One of the main purposes for Paul writing this epistle was to instruct the 
church on how to conduct themselves in light of this great Gospel wherein we see the glory of 
God and the preeminence of Christ.  This is why Paul began in chapter 2 to instruct them in 
public worship, offices in the church, and relationships with one another.  He was showing 
them that as “the church of the living God,” they must act and live accordingly — in a 
manner appropriate to the dignity and honor of our God and Savior, in light of the great 
salvation we have through Christ and based on His righteousness alone, in accordance with 
our high calling as stewards of the grace of God, and in gratitude for all spiritual blessings in 
Christ (cf. Eph. 4:1; Col. 1:10; 2:6). 
 To reinforce this exhortation, Paul identifies the church as “the house of God, which 
is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  “The house of God” 
and the “the church of the living God” are the same.   It is the people of God, justified 
sinners, chosen by God and redeemed by Christ.  The church is not a building.  It is a body of 
believers who are identified by the God they worship, and the God they worship is identified 
by the truth, the doctrine, they believe and promote. 
 The true church is the “the church of the LIVING God,” not a dead god as many of 
the Gentiles in Ephesus worshipped, but a God who is life and who lives eternally — the great 
I AM who is the source and giver of all life.  As the LIVING GOD, the emphasis here is not 
simply on the God who gives physical life but the GOD OF REDEMPTION Who gives spiritual, 
eternal life through Christ. 
 The church is also “the pillar and ground of the TRUTH.”  GOD is the God of all truth 
(Deut. 32:4; Ps. 31:5).  All who are His children walk in truth and in the light of God’s truth (1 
John 1:5-7), and they worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24-25).  This truth is God’s 
doctrine that identifies and distinguishes Him from idols and the true Christ from 
counterfeits.  Hearing, understanding, and believing THIS truth is essential to a saving 
knowledge of the LIVING GOD (John 6:37, 44-45; Jer. 9:23-24; 31:33-34).  Paul identifies this 
truth in the next verse as the doctrine of Christ crucified and risen again. 

(1 Tim. 3:16) – “And without controversy” – This truth on which the church is founded 
cannot be denied, doubted, or argued among God’s people.  It is revealed to, believed upon, 
loved, and embraced by all true Christians.  “Great is the mystery of godliness” – A 
“mystery” is truth that must be revealed (uncovered) by God to His people.  It cannot be 
known by human intellectual, religious, or moral endeavors.  “Godliness” has to do with 
salvation and how God is just to justify sinners by His grace through the Lord Jesus Christ.  It 
is more than mere morality, sincerity, and religious ethics.  It is a sinner saved by grace, living 
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and walking in the light of God’s glory in Christ, and seeking to follow Christ as that saved 
sinner is motivated by grace, love, and gratitude. 
-- “God was manifest in the flesh” – The “mystery of Godliness” begins and centers around 
the truth of the PERSON OF CHRIST as God in the flesh (Isa. 7:14; 9:6-7; Matt. 1:21-23; John 
1:1-14).  All of our salvation depended upon what Christ as our Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) has 
accomplished for us.  All of His accomplishments as our Mediator depended upon who He was 
and is – GOD MANIFEST (made known) IN THE FLESH (Heb. 2:14-18).  To save us from our sins, 
Christ had to give “Himself a ransom” (1 Tim. 2:6), meaning He had to stand in our place and 
give His life for our sins.  He had to make an end of sin and establish an everlasting 
righteousness of infinite value whereby God could justify us, the ungodly (Dan. 9:24).  No 
mere human being, and especially no sinful human being, could accomplish this task, but 
Christ Who IS GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH could and did accomplish our redemption. 
-- “Justified in the Spirit” – To be “justified” means to be forgiven of all sins and to be 
declared righteous, not guilty, in God’s sight.  God’s people are justified based on the merits 
of Christ’s righteousness imputed to them (Ps. 32:1-2; Rom. 4:6-8).  Christ, as our Surety, 
Substitute, and Redeemer, stood in our place and became guilty for our sins imputed to Him 
(2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13).  He Himself was revealed to be “justified” when He satisfied the 
penalty of God’s justice by His death for all the sins of all His people.  “In the Spirit” refers 
to the Holy Spirit’s role in the resurrection of Christ which was proof of the fact that He 
satisfied God’s justice and brought in everlasting righteousness to insure and secure the 
complete salvation of all His people (Rom. 1:1-4). 
-- “Seen of angels” – This could refer to the angelic beings in heaven who attended the 
incarnation, earthly life, death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, and as they are astounded 
by the accomplishment of redemption by Him (Luke 2:13-14; 1 Pet. 1:10-12).  It could also 
refer to the messengers of God, preachers of the Gospel, the apostles and evangelists who 
were eyewitnesses of the life, death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (Luke 1:1-2; 2 Pet. 
1:16; 1 John 1:1-4) .  The word “angels” is literally “messengers,” and this would fit the 
context of the following phrases. 
-- “Preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world” – It had been prophesied from 
the beginning that the Messiah would be the Savior of all of God’s elect, both Jew and 
Gentile.  He would come in time to abolish the Mosaic Economy and establish the Gospel 
Economy by bringing in the righteousness by which God is revealed as both just and Justifier, 
a just God and a Savior.  He would be a light to the Gentiles (cf. Isa. 11:10; 42:1,6).  The fact 
that the Gospel is preached to the Gentiles and believed on in the world proves that Messiah 
has come and that He has established the only righteousness that entitles sinners, Jew and 
Gentile, to all of Heaven. 
-- “Received up into glory” – This speaks of His exaltation as the Lord of Glory who reigns 
and rules over all things to bring all whom He represented, all for whom He lived, died, and 
rose again, to a saving knowledge of the LIVING GOD.  His righteousness demanded His 
resurrection from the dead and His glorification.  His righteousness also demands the 
salvation, resurrection, and final glorification of all whom He redeemed (John 17:1-4).  They 
are one with Him in the view of God’s law and justice (Rom. 8:30; Eph. 2:4-7). 
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