
Lesson 17 – THE PURSUIT OF GODLINESS                                    1 Timothy 6:11-16 

(6:11) – “But thou, O man of God” refers to Timothy himself as one of God’s true preachers.  
Paul distinguishes Timothy from the false preachers he had described and exposed before.  
“Flee these things” refers to all the things that oppose God’s truth in Christ and true 
godliness.  False preachers embrace and promote “these things” that oppose, confuse, or 
openly deny Christ and His teachings because they neither love Christ nor His truth nor His 
people.  “And follow after righteousness” – This is to pursue eagerly, as a zealous disciple of 
Christ, “righteousness.”  To “follow after righteousness” is to follow after Christ Who is the 
Lord our Righteousness (Jer. 23:5-6) and to follow after His teachings as the goal of our lives 
is to be like Him.  To follow after “godliness” is to follow after all things in doctrine and 
practice that are consistent with God’s glory as He reveals Himself in and by Christ.  To follow 
after “faith” is to seek to be faithful to Christ and His teachings.  It is to seek to have our 
hearts established with grace, to grow in grace and in knowledge so that we become more 
and more firm in our profession of faith.  To follow after “love” is to pursue both love to 
Christ and His Word, along with love to our brethren in the Lord.  It would also involve love to 
our neighbors in seeking their well-being both temporally and eternally.  To follow after 
“patience” is to be determined to endure and persevere in the faith, especially during trials 
and afflictions, knowing that it is God who preserves us in and by His grace through Christ.  To 
follow after “meekness” is to be submitted both to God’s revealed will by way of 
commandment and God’s sovereign will in providence. 

(6:12) – “Fight the good fight of faith” – Every believer, and especially every preacher of the 
Gospel, is in a warfare.  This is a spiritual warfare we fight, not by our own power but in the 
power of Christ, and against the world, the flesh, and the devil (2 Cor. 10:3-6; Gal. 5:14-18; 
Eph. 6:10-18).  The fight in which we are engaged is not to be waged by sight but “of faith,” 
in confidence of the power of God and by His Word of truth in Christ.  “Lay hold on eternal 
life” – Paul was not implying that Timothy did not yet have eternal life.  The phrase literally 
means, “Take hold of eternal life,” meaning, “Stand firm in your position of eternal life as 
you stand in Christ by God’s grace.”  “Realize what you are and have by virtue of your union 
with Christ.”  He is speaking of an assurance by which believers stand firm in the Gospel 
without compromise and fight the good fight of faith.  We know without doubt that we have 
eternal life based on the blood and righteousness of Christ, and we know without doubt that 
all who are not submitted to the righteousness of Christ are lost and need salvation.  We have 
been called by God to this confident stand in the faith as we look to Christ, “the Author and 
Finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2), and we are to profess this before many witnesses. 

(6:13) – Paul supports and reinforces his message to Timothy as both coming from God and as 
all things are done “in the sight of God” (cf. Heb. 4:11-16).  God is omniscient (all-seeing), 
and He is the Judge of all things.  God also looks upon the heart (1 Sam. 16:7), therefore He 
cannot be fooled or deceived.  God is also the ONE who “quickeneth all things.”  God gives 
physical life to all, but He is also the supreme and sovereign giver of spiritual life to His 
people through Christ Who is our life (John 1:12-13; James 1:17-18).  Where God gives 
spiritual life there is faith and confidence in Christ as well as a desire to follow Him in all 
matters of godliness.  Paul then uses the example of Christ Who boldly stood before “Pontius 
Pilate” and refused to compromise the glory of God against the most difficult trial and 
persecution that any person could face.  Christ neither compromised the glory of His Father 
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nor faltered in His work to save His people, even in the face of a most powerful, godless 
government.  He was “obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Php. 2:8).  He 
“endured the cross” (Heb. 12:2) for the glory of His Father and for His love for His people 
(John 10:11; 13:1). 

(6:14) – The goal of every Gospel preacher and every believer should be to “keep this 
commandment,” as stated in verses 11-12, perfectly, without compromise, and without any 
possibility of being charged with compromise.  The sense is that Timothy would carry out his 
mission as a true minister of Christ with all faithfulness and purity, without any corruption of 
compromise, and that his behavior and conduct in the ministry might be above reproach.  
Considering that we have this great treasure of Gospel truth and the grace of God in Christ in 
“earthen vessels” (2 Cor. 4:7), which describes the weakness of our flesh, we may see this as 
an unreachable goal as pertaining to perfection.  It is, however, to be our goal, and we must 
in the power and grace of God fight the sinfulness and weaknesses of the flesh as we aim 
towards this goal.  “Until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ” – The second coming of 
Christ is a great motive for faithfulness in the ministry as we are assured that Christ will 
return to gather His people unto Himself and to judge the wicked, unbelieving world.  We 
know that faithfulness in the ministry of Christ against all opposition evidences our salvation 
and the grace of God in our lives. 

(6:15) – At the time of Christ’s return, it will be shown to all without exception that Christ is 
the only true “Potentate” (all-powerful One Who alone governs this world) (Matt.11:27;  
28:18).  Men may think they have power, but it is only power given them by God (John 
19:10-11; Rom. 13:1).  “The King of kings, and Lord of lords” – God is on the throne, and His 
rule is the rule of righteousness by which all men will be judged (Psa. 11:4; 45:6; 47:8; Acts. 
17:31).  He sets up kings here on earth and removes them at His pleasure (Prov. 21:1), and He 
is coming again to bring His kingdom to its completion. 

(6:16) – “Who only hath immortality” – God alone has the power of life and death in 
Himself.  Creatures only have exemption from death as they derive it from God in Christ.  
Christ conquered death by His death on the cross in the putting away of the sins of His people 
and the establishment of righteousness that enables God to be just and Justifier and that 
insure “immortality” for all His people (2 Tim. 1:10; Heb. 2:14-18; Rev. 1:17-18).  “Dwelling 
in the light” – God’s glory is the light “which no man can approach unto; whom no man 
hath seen, nor can see.”  This refers to the essence of God’s holy nature unto which no 
sinner can approach or see as it would consume him unto eternal death.  This is why we who 
are sinners can only approach God and see the glory of God IN CHRIST WHO IS THE EXPRESS 
IMAGE OF GOD and IN WHOM THE LIGHT OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE GLORY OF GOD SHINES IN 
THE SALVATION OF SINNERS BY GOD’S GRACE (2 Cor. 4:6).  It is unto Him that belongs “honour 
and power everlasting. Amen.”
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