Lesson 18 - TRUST IN THE LIVING GOD 1 Timothy 6:17-21

(6:17) - Those who are rich in this world might have a tendency to be lifted up with
pride as though they could attribute their wealth ultimately to themselves, or that
they may trust that worldly wealth is a sure sign of a state of blessedness from God.
They should not put their trust in uncertain riches - here today, gone tomorrow. It is
true that many rich people have their riches because they were hard-working and
diligent, but even in using the means of attaining wealth, we must recognize that it is
God who ultimately gives the increase. The first key in using riches wisely is to
recognize that God is the source of all wealth, both spiritual and physical. Consider
others who work hard and who are diligent but who do not get rich. Those who are
rich in the world’s goods should put their trust in the living God, thank Him and show
their gratitude to God by faith in Christ, by worship, obedience, and love to the
brethren. God gives these things to be enjoyed, but in their proper perspective and
order.

We must remember that money is not the root of all evil but the “love of
money” (6:10) that is the root of all evil because such love captures a person’s heart
and takes him away from the desire to glorify God, worship, and trust in the Lord. It
exalts the flesh and the pride of sinful man to the point of leaving him in unbelief and
ungodliness.

(6:18) - The second key in using riches wisely is to be more concerned with good,
good works, mercy, compassion, and generosity than with the accumulation of more
money and material wealth. Wealth in the kingdom of God is not defined by how
much money a man possesses or how much he enjoys them in selfish activities and
pursuits. There is nothing wrong with a person enjoying the things God has given him,
again, in their proper order, but wealth in the kingdom of God is measured by how
much a man has to promote the glory of God, the salvation of sinners, the edification
of the church, the ministry of the Gospel, and the good of others. A person who is
rich in this world’s goods should take special care to be rich also in good works. He
should be ready and willing to distribute to the church as there is a need, and willing
to share with brethren who are in need. We here once again that the fact that good
works do not save us or make us righteous does not mean they are unnecessary. They
are necessary as the fruit and evidence of grace, love, and gratitude (Eph. 2:8-10).

(6:19) - This is not saying that their riches, or their good works, form the foundation
of eternal life. This is not saying that they earn greater rewards in Heaven based on
their good works. This would be opposed to the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ which
teaches us that good works are the fruit and evidence of salvation, not the cause or
ground of salvation. We are saved, preserved, made righteous, forgiven, and glorified
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based solely upon the work of Christ - His obedience unto death for us. Before God
the Holy Spirit brings us to faith in Christ and repentance of dead works, there are no
good works in our lives but only fruit unto death (Rom. 7:4-6). Good works are also
the fruit of faith, and true faith looks to and rests in Christ for all salvation. The
sense of the phrase is this - Those who are rich, who believe the Gospel, and who do
good, those who share, express and evidence their faith in and love for Christ and His
church. It is clear that they are not doing these things hoping to work their way to
salvation and God’s favor and blessings. These things give evidence that Christ and
Him crucified is the rich man’s foundation, and that he has laid hold on eternal life.

(6:20-21) - Paul closes this first epistle by encouraging Timothy to keep that which
has been entrusted to Him - the Word of God and the care of the church. We who
believe the Gospel are all stewards of the grace of God. We have been given various
gifts (spiritual gifts, earthly riches) and offices, and we are responsible to be good
stewards over what God has given us. As a minister of the Gospel, and as a leader in
the church, Timothy was to avoid worldly and worthless chatter, and the opposing
arguments of what is falsely called knowledge. “Science” here is not chemistry,
physics, biology, etc. The word is literally “knowledge.” Paul is telling Timothy to
avoid any argument under the guise of knowledge that opposes the Gospel and its
doctrines. There were false teachers in Ephesus who professed such knowledge.
Their knowledge was contrary to God’s testimony. These “have erred” - they are
wrong concerning the faith of the Gospel.

“Grace be with thee” - Paul closes with expressing his love for Timothy and his
desire to see God’s grace applied to him in the execution of these duties of ministry
to the church.



