Lesson 3 - EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT GIFT James 1:11-18

(1:11) - James had stated in the prior verse that those who are blessed by God with
material wealth in this world are only truly and eternally blessed if God Has given them and
taught them the grace of humility. The sun comes up in a burning heat and withers the
grass and the flowers. So shall the rich, worldly-minded man wither and die in the midst of
his pursuits. The rich in earthly things who realize that all that is earthly shall wither and
fall, that earthly beauty will perish, and that he too shall “fade in all his ways” that
pertain to the temporal and earthly is truly blessed of God. The gift of humility brings a
sinner to bow and submit to the Lord God in all HIS way, especially in salvation by God’s
grace in Christ and His righteousness imputed. All who refuse to submit lack this grace of
humility (Rom. 10:1-4).

(1:12) - “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation:” - The one great object of these
verses is to comfort and direct believers who are subjected to heavy trials. These trials are
from the Father and are for our good. They reveal faith, strengthen faith, promote
patience, make us useful servants and wean us from this world. To endure the trials that
God sends to His children is for us who are saved to persevere through them by the grace
and power of God Who keeps us looking to and resting in Christ for all salvation unto final
glory. “For when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life,” - The crown of life is
eternal glory, life everlasting, with God in Christ Jesus forever and ever. It is part of the
blessings of grace which God gives to all His children by virtue of the merits and power of
Christ Who is our life - “which the Lord hath promised to them that love Him.” Always
remember, “We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). And remember also
that “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be
the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10).

(1:13-14) - “Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God cannot
be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:.” James uses the word ‘tempted’
in another sense. Here, he speaks of inward temptations which are the fleshly desires that
entice us to sin. God is not the author of these. They flow from the corruption of our
flesh. Let no man be so blasphemous as to ascribe any of his sinful inclinations to God.
God is pure and holy, not subject to or tempted by anything evil; neither does He ever
tempt anyone to sin.

“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed.” Every man who sins against God does so because he is tempted, enticed, and
caught in the snare of his own inward “lust.” The word “lust” means the principle or root
of our corrupt fleshly nature, which has its dwelling in our hearts. We were born with it
(brought it into the world). It continues with us, and we can call it all our own (Psa. 51:5;
58:3; Rom. 7:18, 21; Gal.

5:17). For anything good or holy that we think or do, we can give God in Christ the glory,
and it is all due to HIS merits, HIS blood and righteousness by which the Lord God forgives
us our sins. Anything evil can be attributed to ourselves and our sinful natures, not to God.

1



(1:15) - “Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is
finished, bringeth forth death.” This is the reality of all lust (evil and unlawful desires
and urges) and all sin. When lust has “conceived” it brings forth sin, and when sin reaches
it goal it brings forth death. Realizing this, we turn to God’s grace in Christ for the
forgiveness of our sins and our whole salvation. If we do not look to Christ alone for this
salvation from sin, sin will make an end of us in death. But our sins were imputed to Christ,
and He made an end of sins by His obedience unto death as our Surety, Substitute, and
Redeemer. God will not impute our sins to us, and He has imputed Christ’s righteousness to
us (Rom. 8:33-34; 2 Cor. 5:19-21).

(1:16-17) - “Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” Satan’s goal is to lead us into error in causing us to think that
the pleasures of sin will do us no harm. But do not be deceived. All that is good comes
from God and is in opposition to the evil in and from us and from Satan. Whether of
nature, providence or grace, every good gift (called “perfect gift” because it has no
mixture of evil) is from our Lord! He is the “Father of lights.” Light in the Scriptures
means especially two things: (1) the light of truth and (2) the light of holiness. God is the
origin, source and giver of these! From Him comes every good gift. With Him, there is
never a shadow, shade, or appearance of change or corruption. In Him there is no darkness,
no change, no inconsistency. He never varies in His dealings with men (Heb. 13:8). He is
the Author of all good. We should abhor whatever comes to our minds, or is suggested by
others, which is not compatible with His holy praise. Also, in this regard, we are pressed to
depend upon and declare unreservedly the grace of God to sinners in Christ. Outside of
Christ, we have no hope (Rom. 7:24-25).

(1:18) - “Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.” Our election to salvation, our adoption as sons and heirs of
God, was not in consideration of our works, deeds or faith, or because of foreseen merit. It
is according to His own sovereign and free choice. We were chosen, loved, adopted and
enrolled before we were born (Rom. 9:11, 16). Our new birth into the kingdom and family
of God in and by the Lord Jesus Christ was brought about by the Holy Spirit and by the
means of the “word of truth” (the Gospel) (Rom. 1:16-17; 2 Thess. 2:13-14; 1 Pet.
1:18-25). The will of God is the reason, the Spirit of God is the Agent, and the word is the
instrument or seed of regeneration. Those who are redeemed from among men are the
first-fruits unto God. They are separated and distinguished from others as the first-fruits of
harvest were (1 Cor. 4:7).



