Lesson 1 - THE TRYING OF YOUR FAITH James 1:1-4

(1:1) - “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” - The human writer of this
epistle was James, the half-brother of Jesus Christ, born of the union of Joseph and Mary.
When Christ first began His earthly ministry, James, like all of the half brothers of Jesus,
rejected Him as the Messiah (John 7:5), but he was brought by God to believe in Jesus as
the Messiah after the resurrection. Notice that he identified himself, not as the half
brother of Jesus the Messiah, but as “a servant (i.e. bondslave) of God and of the Lord
Jesus Christ” (cf. Exod. 21:1-6). This describes the state of a sinner saved by God’s grace
in and by the Lord Jesus Christ Who has set him free from sin and the law by dying for his
sins as his Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer. As bondslaves of Christ, we are also His
spiritual brethren (Matt. 12:46-50). One of the ways we as children of God strive to be
Christ-like is in serving Him and one another. “To the twelve tribes which are scattered
abroad, greeting” - What James intended by “the twelve tribes” could be Jewish
believers who had been scattered because of persecution (cf. Acts 8:1-4), or he could
mean both Jew and Gentile believers who make up SPIRITUAL Israel, the spiritual seed of
Abraham (Rom. 2:28-29; 9:6-8; Gal. 3:26-29; 6:14-16; Php. 3:3). Either way, this epistle
is to be read and followed by ALL true children of God. Those who were scattered abroad
(“diaspora”) were scattered to sow the seed of the Gospel throughout the world because
God’s elect includes both Jews and Gentiles.

(1:2) - “My brethren” - This describes the spiritual and eternal relationship of sinners
saved by grace within the family of God. This includes all who were chosen, adopted, and
justified by the Father before the world began, all who were redeemed by the obedience
unto death on the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, and all whom the Spirit regenerates and
brings to Christ by faith and repentance in the new birth (Eph. 1:3-14). These natural
Israelites, having been saved by God’s grace, were part of a spiritual nation, along with
Gentile believers. This is SPIRITUAL ISRAEL (Rom. 2:28-29; 9:6-8; Php. 3:3; Gal. 3: 24ff.;
6:14-16). “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations” - Consider it a good
thing, even joy and gladness, when you are brought into various trials and tests of your
faith. Here, we are introduced to one of the main themes of this epistle - the trying of our
faith. God-given faith by which the Holy Spirit brings the elect to believe in, submit to, and
follow Christ for all salvation, forgiveness, righteousness, eternal life and glory, will be
tested to prove it to be genuine faith and not merely a pretense of religion. If our faith,
which is founded upon God’s revealed Word beginning in the Gospel of His grace revealed
“from faith to faith” (Rom. 1:16-17), and which we who are justified by His grace in
Christ live, is truly genuine, it will, by the grace and power of God, stand any and every
test. God will, according to His promise in Christ, keep us from falling away into apostasy
under these trials. These tests are not temptations or solicitations to sin as described in
James 1:13-14. They are sent by God for His glory and our spiritual and eternal good (1
Pet. 1:1-9). The next verses tell us what these tests do for us.



(1:3) - “Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience” - Faith is tested by
trials, not produced by trials. Trials work within us “patience,” i.e. the endurance,
perseverance, steadfastness of faith that keeps us looking to and depending upon Christ and
His righteousness imputed alone for our justification as well as keeping our focus upon the
Word of God for our learning and assurance. By these trials we learn to withstand
oppositions, accusations, and pressures from this world, the flesh, and the devil. This is all
by the power of God in Christ through the Holy Spirit Who abides within us permanently
unto the end -- “Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Php. 1:6; cf. 2:12-13; Heb.
10:38-39; 1 John 3:9).

(1:4) - “But let patience have her perfect work” - This is a call for submission under trials
as sent from God for their intended purpose. In Hebrews 12, they are called “the
chastening of the Lord” that we are not to “despise” (Heb. 12:5). This chastening is God
dealing with us as His children whom He loves, and it is for our learning. But it is true that
“no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous” (Heb. 12:11).
Therefore, while we are going through a trial, we may very well pray that it be over soon.
But we must recognize that God knows what is best for us, so we must submit to God’s will
and “let patience have her perfect work,” i.e. her completed work, the goal for which
God sent the trial. This is because it is only “afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). The goal of these
trials is to bring us to look to Christ even more and depend upon Him alone for all
righteousness and life, as well as look to God’s Word for our learning and not our own
natural understanding. These trials wean us away from the world and self and make us long
for the glory which is to come.

“That ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing” - This is not saying that the
trial and testing of our faith make us gradually grow into sinless perfection in ourselves, nor
make us less sinful and more righteous and holy in ourselves. Our only sinless perfection
and perfect righteousness is found as we stand in Christ, washed from all our sins by His
blood and justified before God in His righteousness imputed to us. “Perfect” here means
“complete” in the way of fulfilling its intended goal and purpose determined by the LORD.
“Entire” means whole, having all its parts. “Wanting nothing” means not lacking what is
necessary, having all that is needed. The Bible is clear that every sinner saved by God’s
grace and brought to faith in Christ is complete in Him (Col. 2:9-10), but we have much to
learn and much growth in grace and in knowledge of Christ for our spiritual health and well-
being. The trying of our faith drives us to deeper communion with Christ, greater trust and
love of Him, to prayer, to the Word, to worship, to greater appreciation for Christ and the
fellowship of God’s people. And as we learn and grow in our appreciation and love for
Christ, His Word, and His people, patience has her perfect work - running the race of grace
looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith.



