Lesson 4 - HEARERS AND DOERS OF GOD’S WORD James 1:19-22

James has made it a point to tell his brethren in the faith that “Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights
(1:17a) (all that is truth and good as we see it in Christ our Savior and Preserver). As
children of God, the trials we experience in this world are from our heavenly Father Who
is light and sends light and “with Whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning” (1:17b); i.e. does not mean that God has changed towards us. He is still for
us, not against us (Rom. 8:31). Among the good and perfect gifts He gives us are the
gift of Christ Himself (Rom. 8:32); the gift of righteousness (Rom. 5:17); the gift of
forgiveness (Eph. 1:5-7); the gift of the Holy Spirit and spiritual life (James 1:18); the
gift of eternal life, immortality (Rom. 5:21). This includes all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3).

(1:19-20) — “Wherefore, my beloved brethren,” — For this reason, because we have
all been freely and fully given all gifts and blessings of salvation by God’s grace in and
by Christ our Lord and Savior and based on His righteousness imputed, “let every man
be swift to hear.” Receive the Word of God with humility and a ready mind intending
to believe and submit to God’s will and wisdom in Christ. This hearing is the gift of God
in Christ by the Spirit Who works within God’s people and gives them the very life of
Christ (Matt. 13:16; Rom. 10:13-17). Hearing, believing, and heeding the Word of God,
beginning with the Gospel, is evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work IN US — the life of Christ
in us! Remember, the trials that God sends to His people are meant to drive us to faith
in Christ and to His Word for our comfort.

Be “slow to speak” — We should all be cautious and thoughtful in speaking of or
about the Word of God. Our speech should be prayerfully and carefully thought out,
clearly based on God’s Word and consistent with the Gospel. Be “slow to wrath” —
Whenever God’s revealed will convicts, comforts, or inspires, even when it crosses our
sinful fleshly desires, we should be slow to get angry and resentful because “the wrath
of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” When the true Gospel is preached
in all its doctrines of grace, when corrections and instructions are given, and when sin is
exposed, do not respond with an angry spirit. According to the context, we are not to
become angry or upset when someone disagrees with us, does not believe our Gospel,
or lives contrary to God’s Word. An angry spirit does not adorn or promote the Gospel
wherein the righteousness of God is revealed (Prov. 14:29).

(1:21) — “Wherefore” — For all the reasons given above, “lay apart all filthiness and
superfluity of naughtiness.” This has in mind an impure manner of living. In light of
the nature of temptation and the goodness of God, we are to lay aside all impurity and
sin, putting them far from us, especially pride, vanity, malice and evil speaking. The
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word “superfluity” means “excess” or what is unnecessary, or an overflow of
wickedness. We are never wholly rid of these things in this life. We are exhorted
constantly to fight sin, engage ourselves actively and sincerely in the warfare of the
Spirit against the flesh.

“And receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls.” The “engrafted word” is God’s word which He has revealed to us and has
implanted and written on our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit (Jer. 31:33; Ezek.
36:26-27; 2 Cor. 3:2-3). The power to save our souls is not simply in the word itself. It
is Christ alone Who saves us by His grace and power. We know that His Word has
been engrafted when we are brought by the Spirit through the Word to faith in Christ,
repentance of dead works and idolatry, and obedience motivated by grace, love, and
gratitude.

(1:22) — “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own
selves.” It is imperative that sinners must hear the Word of God, the Gospel, for
salvation. No one is saved under a false gospel (Matt. 7:12-20; Gal. 1:6-9). But
hearing words alone with our physical ears is not enough. Many hear the Gospel of
God’s grace in Christ, and many read and memorize Bible verses, who go away in
unbelief and unmoved by what they have heard and read. But when the Lord sends the
Holy Spirit to apply the life of Christ by new birth to a spiritually dead sinner, that Word
becomes the power of God unto salvation, the Word of life (Rom. 1:16-17; 10:17; 2
Tim. 3:15). And, as stated before, then they become “doers of the word,” i.e.
believers who trust in and follow the Lord Jesus Christ for all salvation, forgiveness of
sin, righteousness, eternal life and glory. They are brought to repent of their sins, their
dead works and idolatry. They are brought to love the Word of God that HE has written
on their hearts and caused to walk in His statutes, keep His judgments, and do them
(Ezek. 36:27).

We need to know that to be a doer of the Word does not speak of any sinless
perfection or perfect obedience to all that God commands. We are still sinners saved
by grace, and we still come short of the perfection of righteousness in our best efforts to
obey God’s Word, but now we walk by faith seeking to follow Christ and submitting to
His righteousness imputed as our only ground of justification before God. We now by
His grace and power follow His Word. All who merely claim to be saved but who refuse
to believe the truth, who refuse to repent of their dead works, and who seek to live in the
realm of legalism deceive themselves.



