Lesson 7 — HAVE NO RESPECT OF PERSONS James 2:1-7

(2:1) — “My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory,
with respect of persons.” “THE faith” refers not to the act of believing, but to the
entire body of Gospel truth which has as it central focus “the Lord of glory,” Who is
Christ the Lord. Salvation and all of its blessings and benefits is founded upon and
comes to us by God’s grace based on the glorious Person and finished work of Christ
our Surety, Substitute, Redeemer, Mediator, and Preserver. It is about WHO HE IS AS
GOD MANIFEST IN THE FLESH and WHAT HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED TO GAIN AND
SECURE OUR SALVATION. The Christ is the revelation of the glory of God to us. He
is to be exalted as the Lord our righteousness. Our desire should be the same as John
the Baptist, not to exalt men, but Christ “must increase, | must decrease” (John
3:30).

To have respect or regard for persons is to be partial, or sinfully discriminate or
prejudiced toward another person. James wrote to a very partial age, filled with
prejudice and hatred based on class, ethnicity, nationality, and background. In the
ancient world people were routinely and permanently categorized because they were
Jew or Gentile, slave or free, rich or poor, Greek or barbarian, or whatever. The Lord
God, under the law, told Israel, “For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of
lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor
taketh reward:” (Deut. 10:17). We all have a natural, sinful tendency to show respect,
honor, and favor to certain people for the wrong reasons and the wrong way. The Jews
had such a hatred for Gentiles. Even Peter, a believer and an apostle, had to learn this
lesson in the case of one of God’s chosen people, a Gentile named Cornelius — “Then
Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of
persons:” (Acts 10:34). But does not the Bible say that God had respect unto Able?
“And the LORD had respect unto Abel and his offering:” (Gen. 4:4). Yes, but it was
not because of Abel’s person. It was because of Abel’s offering, the lamb slain which
pictured Christ and His work of redeeming His people from their sins.

Salvation by God’s grace is for those whom God chose before the foundation of
the world and gave to Christ for Him to save. They were considered as fallen, sinful
people who deserve condemnation and death. God chose them out of His sovereign
will and grace without any consideration for who they would become or what they would
do (Rom. 9:11-13), “that the purpose of God according to election might stand,
not of works, but of Him that calleth;).” So, “have not THE faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory.” Do not profess to know, believe in, and love Christ and
have respect of persons as if to give glory to that person because of material wealth,
family, or name. CHRIST IS TO HAVE ALL THE GLORY. HE IS THE SAVIOR OF ALL
HIS SHEEP, Jew & Gentile, rich & poor. In the body of Christ, there are no rich and



poor, important and unimportant, great and small, black and white, but CHRIST IS ALL
(Gal. 3:27-29; Col. 3:10, 11; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13).

(2:2-4) — If our understanding of THE faith motivates us to cater to the rich and powerful
and show contempt for the poor and needy, then we do not understand THE faith. In
the church we are to fight any inclination within ourselves to honor and cater to the flesh
in matters of human differences. We are to cultivate a spirit of love and unity and highly
regard all believers, rich or poor, for Christ’s sake! Our Lord expressed this as recorded
in Matthew 12:46-50 showing that all true believers are His brethren. James writes that
if we show regard for people in this way, “Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and
are become judges of evil thoughts?” Note that this kind of thinking is evil.

(2:5) — “Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this
world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to them that
love Him?” The Lord’s choice of His people is not based upon the merit, intelligence,
morals or wealth of men but is according to His mercy and grace in Christ the Lord of
glory (1 Cor. 1:26-31).

(2:6-7) — “But ye have despised the poor.” Because of remaining sin and selfishness
within ourselves, even we as believers, saved by grace, still have this problem of
respect of persons. This shows us that even though we have the Spirit of God and a
new heart and spirit within, we are still not perfect, righteous, within ourselves. We are
righteous in Christ, because of His righteousness imputed, but we are not yet free from
the presence of sin in our lives. We take great comfort in that our sins cannot be
charged to us so as to condemn us, but we must not allow this glorious truth to give a
license to sin.

“Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats?
Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?” When we
have respect to people because of their worldly advantages and shun, ignore, or
neglect the poor among our brethren, we hold these dear children of God in contempt
and count them as nothing, even unworthy of our fellowship, time, and attention. And
consider that it is usually the rich and powerful of this world that hold us in contempt and
even accuse and bring us before judges because of what we believe. God saves both
rich and poor, but it is usually the rich of this world who despise our Lord and His
people. Let us seek to love and care for ALL our brethren in Christ.



