
Lesson 8 – FULFILLING THE ROYAL LAW             James 2:8-13

(2:8) – “If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture,” – The “royal law” is God’s 
law of love – “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”  Christ taught that God’s law is 
summarized by two commandments – Love the Lord thy God perfectly and love thy 
neighbor as thyself (Mark 12:28-34).  To love God and our neighbor PERFECTLY is the 
equivalent of perfect righteousness that can only be found in Christ.  As none are righteous 
by their works, none of us can “fulfill the royal law” perfectly.  We will all fall short of this 
perfection as long as we are on this earth and in a warfare with our flesh.  But we are still to 
strive to love our neighbors, especially our brethren in Christ (John 13:34-35; Gal. 5:13-14; 
6:10; 1 John 3:11-24).  This shows us our absolute need to look to and rest in Christ for 
righteousness and life.  As children of God, we are to do our best to fulfill this royal law and 
not be respecters of persons in the church, realizing that our best attempts will not save or 
make us righteous.  We must always look to Christ for our assurance and comfort (Heb. 
12:1-2).  God’s unconditional love, goodness, and grace, in Christ Jesus must always be 
our motivation (Rom. 7:4-6).  It can be said that in setting our minds and hearts to doing 
this, we “do well,” not because what we do is perfect or makes us righteous in God’s sight, 
and not because what we do earns us points with God, but because it is the fruit of God’s 
power and grace, it honors Christ and expresses both our love for our brethren and for Him.  
It also glorifies the God of all grace Who loves His children unconditionally.

(2:9) – “But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the 
law as transgressors.”  To show partiality with our brothers and sisters in Christ proves 
that we do not love our brethren as we ought, and we are, therefore “transgressors” of 
God’s law.  This should humble all of us and make us ever so thankful that God has 
imputed Christ’s righteousness to us, that He forgives us our sins because of the blood of 
Christ shed for us, and that He will not impute our sins to us so as to condemn us (Rom. 
4:6-8; 8:33-34).  But it should do more for us.  It should bring us, by the Spirit of God, to a 
place of Godly sorrow over sin unto repentance so as to motivate us to fight such selfish 
and evil thoughts and strive to love our neighbors, especially our brethren in Christ, as 
ourselves (2 Cor. 7:8-11).  
 
(2:10-11) – “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he 
is guilty of all.  For He that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if 
thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.”   
A person who judges himself to be a keeper of the law of God, who judges himself to be 
righteous by his deeds, does not know the extent and severity of the law.  How many laws 
does one have to break to be a lawbreaker?  ONE!  How many to be characterized as a 
transgressor, a sinner?  ONE!  God’s law is one law as there is only one law-giver – God 
Himself.  One sin, many sins, all sins defy God Himself.  One sin, many sins, all sins are an 
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attack upon God’s authority, wisdom, and glory.  One sin, many sins, all sins defy God’s 
word and deny the full love and devotion we owe unto God (Matt. 5:19).

The law of God is like a pane of glass.  You may hit it in one spot but the whole thing 
is broken.  Outward reformation and morality will not fulfill the royal law.  So "even if one 
keeps the whole law and offends in one area, he has literally shattered the whole thing 
though he stumbles only in one point."  The essential nature of God’s law is submission to 
Him, and any violation of the law is a declaration against His authority.  And consider that 
our problem is not breaking just one law but a multitude of sins.  The law declares all who 
break it guilty and deserving of damnation.  It makes no provision for grace or mercy.  This 
is why we need a Savior, a Redeemer Who can keep and satisfy the law and its justice in 
our place.  We need one who is able to fulfill all righteousness for us, and that one is the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer of His people.

(2:12) – “So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.”  
What we as believers, true children of God and followers of Christ, say AND do is important 
for our witness in this world – “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:18).  This speaking here is not just a mere 
outward profession of words, but the expressions of the new heart given by the Holy Spirit 
expressing faith in Christ and evidenced by truth and obedience motivated by grace, love, 
and gratitude.  Our only hope at Judgment is to be found in Christ in His righteousness 
alone and professing our confidence and love for Him.  This is that “law of liberty,” the 
Gospel of God’s grace.  We are to strive to be found in Him and to express our love for Him 
and our brethren.  True believers have already been judged and cleared of all guilt and 
declared righteous in Christ (John 16:8-11).  They have been set free from death and the 
law in Christ.

(2:13) – “For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and 
mercy rejoiceth against judgment.”   If the Spirit of grace, mercy, and love is not in our 
hearts, then it is manifest that we are not recipients of the sovereign grace, mercy, and love 
that God shows to His people without respect of persons.  “Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy” (Matt. 5:7).  This does not mean that we earn mercy but rather 
that mercy flows to others from those to whom God has been merciful.  It simply means that 
the person who has shown no mercy to the poor and distressed members of Christ’s body, 
but has for gain shown respect to the powerful, will receive judgment before God without 
mercy (Matt. 25:41-45; Mark 11:25, 26).  Merciful people who have shown mercy in the 
name of Christ and for the glory of Christ, are not afraid of judgment, but rather rejoice in 
view of it, knowing that in Christ there is no judgment or wrath, only eternal blessedness.
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