
Lesson 10 – FAITH MADE PERFECT                    James 2:19-26

(2:19) – “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also 
believe, and tremble.”  Faith without works is no more than the faith of devils who are 
damned.  There is but one God, proved by the light of nature, the works of creation, 
providence and the Scriptures.  But the devils also have historical faith and knowledge.  
They know that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Messiah (Luke 4:34; Acts 16:17; 
19:15).  These devils tremble at the wrath of God and the thought of future torment (Mark 
5:7; Matt. 8:28, 29).  True faith is more than simply believing there is a supreme being.  
Living faith is believing God’s revelation of Himself in the Person and finished work of 
Christ as revealed in the Gospel of salvation by His grace that brings His people to love 
and follow Him (Heb. 11:6).

(2:20) – “But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?”  Works 
without faith are dead works, i.e. fruit unto death, and faith without works is dead (Rom. 
7:4-6).  The “vain man” refers to those who have only a mere profession of faith without 
the power of grace and faith that brings forth the fruit of good works.

(2:21) – “Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac 
his son upon the altar?”  This proves that James is not writing about justification before 
God.  He uses Abraham obeying God’s command to offer his son Isaac upon the altar of 
sacrifice.  Abraham was justified before God long before this, and he was justified before 
God based on the righteousness of Christ imputed to him (Rom. 38; 4:1-8; Gal. 2:16; 
3:11).  His obeying God in taking his son, Isaac, to sacrifice him on the altar simply 
proved that Abraham truly had genuine faith in the Lord of glory.  Abraham’s faith was truly 
the gift of God given in salvation.  “Justified” in this context means “vindicated,” proven to 
be genuine, living faith as opposed dead faith.  The faith that Abraham claimed was 
demonstrated and confirmed by his willingness to offer his son upon the altar.  One 
cannot separate true faith and obedience.  If Abraham had refused to leave his country or 
refused to offer his son, it would have been proof that he did not really believe God, 
though he may have claimed with his words that he did!  His faith was attended by good 
works and evidenced by them!

(2:22) – “Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith 
made perfect?”  Here we can see how that Abraham’s faith and his actions were working 
together.  When God gave a command, Abraham obeyed because he believed God (Heb. 
11:17-19).  His works and obedience declared his faith to be sincere, true, and genuine!  
His faith in God led him to obey, even though he knew not why, how, or where.  As sinners 
saved by grace in Christ and as true believers in Christ, while on this earth and still 
contaminated and influenced by sinful flesh, our faith is imperfect.  The word “perfect” 
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here means “complete” and “whole.”  The completeness of faith is found only in the 
completeness of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ (Col. 2:9-10).  When God-given faith 
has caused us to see the glory of God in Christ and driven to believe in and love Him, 
faith has reached its goal as a sincere, genuine gift from God (Rom. 1:16-17; 10:4-17).

(2:23) – “And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it 
was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”  
Genesis 15:6 speaks of Abraham’s faith and the imputation of Christ’s righteousness to 
him long before Isaac was born.  The sacrifice of Isaac was a fulfillment of this scripture.  
His obedience is a clear proof of the truth of his faith and gives reason to believe that he 
was a justified person, loved and favored by God.  Abraham also loved God and showed 
himself friendly to Him, trusting in Him and yielded to His will (Isa. 41:8).  It is not that faith 
itself was imputed (charged, accounted) to Abraham.  Faith is a godly quality of character 
that cannot be imputed.  It is imparted by the Spirit through knowledge revealed by God in 
Christ.  Christ’s righteousness, which God promised to Abraham (Rom. 4:1-8) as well as 
all who believe His promise, has been imputed to Abraham and all who believe the 
promise revealed in the Gospel (Rom. 1:16-17; 10:4).

(2:24) – “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”  
Remember what James is saying here.  There is no contradiction between James and 
Paul.  Paul speaks of the justification of the soul before God.  James speaks of the 
justification of our faith before men.  Paul speaks of our works as a cause, saying that 
good works cannot be the cause of justification.  James speaks of good works as an 
effect, flowing from faith and showing the sincerity of faith.  Paul warns the legalists and 
self-righteous who sought acceptance by works.  James warns the worldly who sought 
acceptance by an empty profession of faith that had no regard for good works
 
(2:25) – “Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had 
received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?”  Rahab's conduct in 
separating herself from her own people and joining herself to the Hebrews was a vivid 
confession of the Divine testimony which she believed.  She showed her faith by her 
works.  She continued with the nation Israel and later married Salmon, the prince of the 
tribe of Judah.  She is included in the human genealogy of our Lord (Matt. 1:5) as the 
grandmother or mother of Boaz who married Ruth, the grandmother of David.

(2:26) – “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also.”  As a body when the spirit, breath, and life are gone out of the physical body, it is 
dead and useless, so faith without works is a vain, useless, unprofitable thing.
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