Lesson 14 — SUBMIT TO THE LORD James 4:7-12

(4:7) — “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.” Submission to God is an act of God-given humility whereby He sends the Holy
Spirit Who, by new birth, brings us to submit first to God’s way of salvation in and by the
Lord Jesus Christ. He brings us to God-given faith in Christ revealing the glory of His
Person (God manifest in the flesh) and the power of His finished work of redemption as
our Surety, Substitute, Redeemer, Intercessor, and Preserver. It is submission to
Christ’s righteousness imputed as our only ground of salvation and justification before
God and the only source of spiritual life (Rom. 10:1-4). From then on, it is a struggle
with our flesh to obey God’s Word, seeking to submit to His revealed will by way of
commandment, and to submit to God’s sovereign will in providence, saying, “Thy will be
done, Lord.” This is the way to overcome our pride and defeat the spirit of envy, strife
and contention. As God’s true children, sinners saved by His grace, and as we make
use of all lawful means to help ourselves and be good stewards of His grace, we are to
submit to His will in all things.

Resisting the devil is to fight evil tendencies (covetousness, envy, jealousy, etc.)
when we feel them rising within us. These thoughts and attitudes are of the devil and
must be resisted. And when the devil accuses us, we are to turn him back by pleading
the blood of the Lamb Who is Christ our Lord and Redeemer and Whose righteousness
alone is the Word of our testimony (Rev. 12:9-11).

(4:8) — “Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye
sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.” How do we draw near to God?
We draw nearer and nearer to God when we lean upon His Word that continually draws
us to Christ and the assurance of salvation which we have in and by Him (Psa.119:105;
2 Tim. 3:14-17). We draw nearer to God in prayer as we come to the throne of grace in
and by the merits of our Great High Priest and seek His help when we are engaged in
contention, envy, and strife (Heb. 4:12-14; 10:19-22). We draw near to God in worship,
both private and public with our brethren as we help and encourage one another in love
and in grace (Psa. 27:4-6; John 4:23-24). Understand that none of these efforts cause
or merit God’s drawing near to us. They are all God-given means of His grace toward
us in and by Christ!

Being saved by God’s grace but still sinners, how do we cleanse our hands? ltis
not like the Pharisees who went through many ceremonial washings. It is not with
believer’s baptism which is only a confession of our identification with Christ. The
hands symbolize our works, and the only way our works are purified is in the same way
our persons are purified — BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST (Rom. 7:4-6; Eph. 2:8-10;
Heb. 9:14). How do we purify our hearts? By God’s grace we look exclusively to Christ
and His blood for our purification. A double-minded person is one who claims to look to
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Christ but who also looks elsewhere (his works, experiences) for comfort and peace.
But we are to look to Christ alone for salvation, righteousness, peace, and even
motivation for obedience (Isa. 26:3; 2 Cor. 11:2-3; Heb. 12:1-2).

(4:9-10) — “Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to
mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord,
and He shall lift you up.” This describes true, real, God-given repentance and Godly
sorrow over sin that brings us to obey and love Christ, love our brethren, and fight our
sinful flesh (2 Cor. 7:8-11). It is a God-given broken and contrite heart mourning over
sin but in a way that leads us to not depend on ourselves but to ook to, depend solely
on, and rejoice in Christ alone (Psa.34:18; 51:17; Matt. 5:2-12). The reason the Lord
does not despise (hate) a broken and contrite heart is because it is HIS work, and it
glorifies Him in Christ. He lifts up the humble by bringing them to the joy and peace that
comes from believing and resting in Christ (1 Sam. 2:7-8; Psa. 147:6; Matt. 23:12;
Luke 14:11; 1 Pet. 5:6).

(4:11) — “Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his
brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but
if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.” The apostle Paul
dealt with believers, in another context, judging each other on a wrong ground (Rom.
14). James is speaking mainly of those who slander or defame a brother or sister in
Christ. This could even go as far as condemning them. We are to confront one another
over scandalous sins that bring shame and division within the church but not in a way to
hurt each other. We are to deal with each other in love aimed at recovery and
edification. But, sadly, sometimes we are more prone to find fault than to encourage.
One can never exalt himself by discrediting another! Gossip and criticism are not
acceptable even if the report be true. Our words should be guided by love as well as
truth (Lev. 19:16; Prov. 11:13). In speaking evil of and judging a brother we usurp
God's office, an act of power that does not belong to us! We sit in the chair of judge and
sentencer (Rom. 14:4). The law forbids rash judgment, gossip and evil speaking. In
doing this we in effect become judges of the law.

(4:12) - “There is one lawgiver, Who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou
that judgest another?” Only God is the Lawgiver and the Judge. He is able and
willing to save by Jesus Christ even those who have despised His law. He is able to do
so by His grace and mercy in Christ Who bore our sins on the cross. He is also able to
destroy those who refuse to be humbled and to seek mercy. 'Who are you that presume
to pass judgment on your brother or neighbour? You can neither save nor destroy! You
have no access to his heart or mind. You have no knowledge of the extent of his failure,
nor the extent of his repentance” (cf. Jude 9).
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