
Lesson 15 – IF THE LORD WILL                         James 4:13-17

(4:13) – “Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:”  James does not 
condemn buying and selling of merchandise or the lawful practice of going about one's 
business.  He is rebuking those who resolve upon those things without recognizing and 
considering God, that HE is in control of all things.  He reminds us that these things 
should be considered and planned with a knowledge of the uncertainty and frailty of 
human life.  We say that we are going here or there, that we are going to do this or that, 
as if these things are in our power and we have no dependence on the providence and 
blessings of God (1 Sam. 2:6-8; Deut. 32:39; John 3:27).

(4:14) – “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? 
It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.”  
Some of the most popular books today are those that try to tell us how we should live 
(diet, exercise, meditation techniques, etc.) so as to add years to our lives.  The quality 
of our lives should be measured not by length of days but how our lives honor God in 
Christ.  No matter how long we live, at the end of life we will see it as a vapor that forms 
quickly and vanishes away.  Abel served the Lord and was cut down in the prime of life.  
Methuselah lived 969 years, and all that is said of him is that he begat sons and 
daughters “and he died” (Gen. 5:26-27).  God’s Word tells us, “And as it is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” (Heb. 9:27).  It also says, “So 
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psa. 
90:12).    

We know nothing of tomorrow, not even if we will live until then.  Therefore, it is 
stupidity to determine our journey without considering God in Whom we live, move and 
have our being!  We must consider that one day we will stand before the Lord and give 
an account.  What will our account be?  If it is anything but His precious redeeming 
blood and His perfect justifying righteousness which brings eternal life and blessedness, 
the verdict will be condemnation, and the sentence will be eternal death and hell (John 
5:28-29).

(4:15) – “For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that.”  Instead of saying we will go to such-and-such a place, and we will do this or that, 
it should be said, “If the Lord is willing, we shall live and we shall do this or that.”  This is 
the condition of doing anything – IF GOD IS WILLING, by Whose will everything in the 
world comes to pass (Rom. 1:10; 1 Cor. 4:19; Heb. 6:3).  And we should always 
consider whether or not our plans are agreeable to the revealed will of the Lord by way 
of commandment.  One of the main reasons the Lord reveals His sovereignty over all 
things in heaven and earth is to show us that He is willing and able to save His people, 

�1



all who come to Him by Christ, to the uttermost without fail.  Turn to Isaiah 46:9-13.  
Read vv. 9-11 – These verses speak of God’s absolute sovereignty over all nations and 
events to work His counsels for His glory in all things.  It is the same in salvation – 

Isaiah 46 – (12)  Hearken unto Me, ye stouthearted, that are far from 
righteousness:   (13)  I bring near My righteousness; it shall not be far off, and My 
salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel My glory. 

These verses reveal God’s sovereign purpose specifically to save His people 
from their sins by sending Christ into the world to establish righteousness for them as 
their Surety, Substitute, and Redeemer.  Christ, the Godman/Messiah, is God’s 
righteousness as He alone satisfied God’s law and justice by His obedience unto death 
and, thereby, secured the salvation of all God’s chosen people identified here as Zion 
(His church) and Israel (spiritual Israel, God’s elect).

(4:16) – “But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.”   “As it is, 
you boast presumptuously of tomorrow, of the continuance of life, of going to certain 
places and doing certain things.  All such boasting and planning without regard to the 
will and providence of our Lord is evil.”  When we make plans and blueprints without a 
reference to the will of the Lord, we are expressing independence and ascribing too 
much to our power and will, as if our lives and fortunes were in our own hands.

(4:17) – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is 
sin.”  A person who knows what is right in regard to the above (putting a watch on our 
tongues, sowing discord among brethren, slander and evil speaking, and idle boasting 
concerning our lives and daily activities) and does not do what is right, to him it is sin!  
Now we must note that unbelievers do not know the difference between right and wrong 
when it comes to salvation and how to have a right relationship with God.  This 
knowledge must be revealed by the sovereign merciful Lord of the universe (Rom. 
9:15-16).  Therefore, we must look to Him alone and cast ourselves upon His mercy 
and grace in Christ alone!
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