Lesson 17 — PATIENCE AND RESOLVE James 5:7-11

(5:7) — “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for
it, until he receive the early and latter rain.” Notice that when James addressed the
rich professors of religion who lived in luxury and greed, kept back the honest wages of
their servants, and treasured up gold and silver instead of using it for the glory of God
and the good of men, he did not call them brethren. Here, he addresses those who
were oppressed by the rich, and he calls them “brethren”! We who truly believe in
Christ must be careful and discerning about whom we address as brothers or sisters in
Christ. We do not want to be overly suspicious of everyone who claims to believe in
Christ, but we do need enough information so as to know whether or not they believe
and abide in the true doctrine of Christ, the Gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace to
save sinners through the Lord Jesus Christ and based upon His blood (righteousness)
alone (2 John 9-11; Rom. 16:17-18).

James tells them to “be patient” under their suffering and afflictions until death or
the coming of the Lord, when He will take vengeance on all their oppressors and deliver
them from all their troubles. The idea behind patience is endurance in the faith of Gpd’s
elect, continuing, by the grace and power of God, to look to, follow, and serve Christ,
abiding in Him and standing with His people against the world. While we are on earth
the Lord would have us to bear our trials patiently, not murmur against His providence,
nor seek vengeance on men (Rom. 12:19-21; Heb. 10:30, 31). He tells us to be like
the farmer who sows precious seed and then waits patiently and expectantly for the
harvest. He waits for the early rains and the latter rains. He does not worry and
complain because the earth does not immediately yield the ripe fruit.

(5:8) — “Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh.” Like the farmer who waits patiently while using all the means that are
necessary for a full and fruitful harvest, let us wait patiently for the means of divine
grace which are necessary to try our faith, work God's will, and bring forth the ripe fruit
of grace. Our Lord is mindful of our situation and circumstances. They will all work
together for our good (Rom. 8:28). Notice how he indicates that one of the most
important matters in the endurance is for us to be established in God’s grace in Christ
(Heb. 13:9). When doubts and fears assail us, this is a God-given resolve to look unto
Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, and not to ourselves, neither to our
obedience nor our experiences (Heb. 12:1-2). To do this it takes the grace and power
of God in Christ Who by the Spirit constantly brings us to the Word of God and applies it
to our hearts (1 John 2:18-29). He continually shows us our sins and weaknesses, but
not to bring us to despair. He leads us to Christ and His righteousness for our
confidence and peace. This is also why we need the fellowship and encouragement of
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our brethren in Christ as we look forward to our Lord’s return. We are to encourage and
support one another in the faith (Heb. 10:19-25).

(5:9) — “Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold,
the judge standeth before the door.” The word “grudge” here means to “complain,
murmur, or groan” but, because of the phrase “against another” has the connotation of
holding ill will against a brother or sister in Christ. In context, it would certainly be an
exhortation not to complain or seek vengeance on a person for their riches, gifts, or
prosperity (either temporal or spiritual). God’s Word teaches us that He blesses His
people sovereignly, according to His will. God makes us to differ in these areas, but in
salvation and all spiritual blessings, He blesses us all equally according to His grace in
Christ Jesus and based upon Christ’s merits alone (Rom. 8:32; Eph. 1:3). Do not envy
one another or secretly complain and condemn one another, lest you be condemned
openly at the bar of God by the Judge of the whole earth, Who looks upon the heart and
is aware of the murmurings, grumblings and envious thoughts of men (1 Sam. 16:7).
Do not set yourself up as a judge of men or your own state. There is but one Judge of
all the earth, and He is at the door. He is just and righteous and will set all things right.

(5:10) — “Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the
Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.” Consider the
prophets of old who preached God’s Word. They walked with God, were highly favored
of God; God revealed the mysteries of His will to them, and they spoke for God. Still,
though they enjoyed God's favor, they suffered much, being ridiculed, mocked, hated of
men and even put to death. Their afflictions and trials were great, yet they were very
patient through them. These people are examples and patterns for us! (Heb. 11:35-40;
2 Cor. 11:23-30.)

(5:11) — “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the
patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful,
and of tender mercy.” We look back at the courage, faith and patience of these
believers and call them blessed! They are happy now; the glory of God rests upon
them. They felt honored to be counted worthy to suffer for Christ's sake. Now they are
glorified with him (Matt. 10:16-22). Though Job was severely tried in the loss of all
temporal comforts, possessions, and friends, he did not charge God foolishly (Job
1:21-22). The Lord richly blessed Job, for the Lord is full of pity, tenderness, and mercy.
The Lord loves His children and all that He brings to pass in their lives is for their eternal
good (Job 42:10; Ps. 111:4).



