Lesson 12 - WHO IS A WISE MAN? James 3:9-18

(3:9) — “Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which
are made after the similitude of God.” Having established that it takes the grace and
power of God to tame the sinful uses of our tongues, James emphasizes that we can
use our tongues as instruments to praise God for all His mercies in Christ, both in
preaching and teaching the Gospel, and in prayer and singing hymns. The tongue is
used to thank God before meals, to speak of His glorious attributes and to join with
other believers in worshipping the Lord. The human tongue is also the instrument that
is used to curse, criticize, slander, and speak harshly and hurtfully to men and women
who were made by God in His own image.

(3:10) — “Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be.” Being aware that the tongue can be used to bless or to
curse, true believers are to set their minds and hearts to watch how they speak to and
of others, especially brethren in the faith. This does not mean we are to speak peace
and bless those who are in unbelief of Christ (Gal. 1:6-9). Our prayer and speech for
and to them is that God would save them by His grace. By the grace of God, we are to
use our tongues to bless (praise and worship) God! Unbelievers whose tongues are
totally untamed by grace use their tongues to speak lies, especially false gospels, to
boast in themselves, curse others and speak unkindly. With the same tongue they
bless God, talk religion and profess holiness, while they also curse, criticize and speak
evil of one another. Not only is this wicked and sinful, but it is also unbecoming and
unworthy of the Christian name.

(3:11-12) — “Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? Can
the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both
yield salt water and fresh. These illustrations are given to show how ridiculous and
absurd it is for a person to truly praise God and with the same tongue lie, curse, and
blaspheme. It cannot be done any more than a fountain can yield both fresh and bitter
water at the same time, or a fig tree can bear olives. This shows us that the source of
the good and noble uses of the tongue is the Spirit of God Who resides and works in
true believers, and in accordance with our new spirits, motivates us to speak and do
that which honors Christ and expresses love to Him and our brethren. The source of
the evil uses of the tongue is the flesh, remaining sin and corruption, by which we are
motivated to say and do that which pleases self.

(3:13) — “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out
of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.” Those who have been
made by God wise unto salvation, who know Christ and the grace of God in Him and
His righteousness, are to speak good things in meekness and humility. If we would
prove that we are spiritually wise and intelligent, let it be by our conversation and
conduct as we walk by faith in the fear of the Lord, looking to Christ for our whole
salvation. This is not a single act or two, but a course of living which is in keeping with
the word of God. It is the spirit of humility, peace and love (1 Tim. 6:11; Col. 3:12-15).



Daily godliness, words seasoned with grace, an attitude of humility and love — these are
evidences of spiritual wisdom.

(3:14) — “But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not
against the truth.” If all you have in your hearts is bitterness, envy, and strife, which
would be exposed by the continual evil uses of the tongue without any active warfare
against it, then do not glory (boast) in your so-called knowledge and wisdom, for it is a
lie; it is contrary to the truth (1 Cor. 3:13; 1 John 2:9; 4:20).

(3:15-16) — “This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.
For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.” This superficial
wisdom is not from God, but is of the earth, unspiritual and even devilish. When our
attitude and words create strife, confusion, and division among the brethren, we speak
from envy, bitterness and selfishness. It is not the wisdom of God in Christ. Where
wise men worship, there is love, mercy and peace. But where there are envy and strife,
there will be confusion and evil work (Gal. 5:13,16). Wisdom is justified and vindicated
by her children and their deeds (Matt. 11:19).

(3:17) — “But the wisdom that is from above is first pure (out of a heart purified by faith in
Christ, cleansed by the knowledge of His blood), then peaceable (pursuing peace, not
strife), gentle (kind and pleasant), and easy to be intreated (willing to listen to truth and
reason), full of mercy and good fruits (full of compassion and charity), without partiality
(without respect of persons), and without hypocrisy (with a genuine and sincere heart).”

(3:18) — “And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.” The
fruit of righteousness is the fruit of faith in Christ as the Lord our Righteousness. This is
Godly peace that seeks to promote peace according to the Gospel of peace as it
presents Christ, the Prince of peace and the one Who made peace between God and
His people by the blood of His cross. It is peace, then, that will not compromise the
Gospel in order to be at peace with the world (Heb. 12:14). It must be accompanied by
“holiness” which is that quality that separates and distinguishes God’s true people from
the world — the Gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in the salvation of sinners by
the merits of Christ’s (the Godman) blood and righteousness that satisfied the justice of
God for their sins.



