
Lesson 1 – GRACE, MERCY, AND PEACE                       2 Timothy 1:1-5 

(1:1) – Paul wrote his second epistle to Timothy from prison in Rome (1:16; 2:9) to 
encourage Timothy in the ministry of the Gospel of God’s grace in Christ in spite of 
opposition and persecution that come from the enemies of Christ and His church.  He 
again identifies himself as “an apostle of Jesus Christ.”  As stated in the lesson from 
1 Timothy 1:1, an “apostle” was a gifted messenger “of Jesus Christ.”  This was a 
special office given for that time to certain men who had received the revelation of 
Christ and His Gospel from the Lord personally.  These men were gifted in preaching 
and in gifts of ministry for the establishment of the New Testament church and the 
spread of the Gospel into the world.  There are no apostles today, but the church 
today is “built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief corner stone;” (Eph 2:20; cf., Acts 2:42).  This refers to the 
church not as being built upon the foundation of the apostles themselves, but on the 
doctrine the apostles preached concerning the foundation of Jesus Christ crucified 
and risen again (Matt. 16:16-18).  Paul was an apostle OF JESUS CHRIST, not of men.  
His salvation, commission, office, authority, message, and gifts for ministry were all 
by Jesus Christ. 
 “By the will of God” – Paul’s commission as an apostle was by the sovereign 
purpose, will, and calling of God.  Again, he was not authorized or controlled by men.  
He was an apostle of God, and His message was the Gospel of God (Rom. 1:1).  He was 
commanded, directed, and enabled by God’s authority and grace in and by the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 “According to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,” – Paul’s 
commission, authority, and message as an apostle was in line with the Gospel of which 
is the “promise of life” in and by the Lord Jesus Christ.  This established his doctrine 
and message to the world – “Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:1).  The 
glorious Person and finished work of Christ to redeem us from our sins is the sum and 
substance of the Gospel message.  It is the promise of spiritual and eternal life 
through the death of Christ wherein He brought in an everlasting righteousness of 
infinite value to enable God to be a just God and a Savior. 

(1:2) – This is his second epistle to Timothy whom he refers to as his “son,” meaning 
his son in the faith as Paul was a spiritual guide and mentor to young Timothy.  
“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord” – This 
is Paul’s common salutation to all brethren in Christ as it is the “grace” and “mercy” 
of God in our salvation by Christ, and the “peace” of God that comes from Him to us 
in and by Christ, that binds us together in the fellowship of faith and love.  All this is 
from “God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord” – This establishes God the Father 
as the only Source and Originator of salvation and The Lord Jesus Christ, His Son, as 
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the only Savior who brought in the only ground of salvation – the merits of His 
righteousness. 

(1:3) – “I thank God” – Paul realized that he owed all of his salvation to God alone 
and none to himself or other men.  “Whom I serve from my forefathers,” or “Whom 
I serve as did my forefathers” – This connects Paul to the covenant of promise given 
to Abraham and confirmed through Isaac and Jacob, who were his forefathers.  This 
covenant was the promise of Christ and salvation by God’s grace in and by Him.  Paul 
served God “with pure conscience,” which is the conscience cleansed by the blood 
of Christ (Heb. 9:14; 10:19-22).  The natural, defiled conscience of unbelievers will 
judge them and find relief in things other than Christ’s blood and righteousness.  The 
“pure conscience” finds relief, peace, and salvation only in Christ.  “That without 
ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day” – Paul’s love and 
concern for Timothy, as well as His love for Christ and His truth, motivated him to 
pray for Timothy continually. 

(1:4) – Paul had an intense and urgent desire to see Timothy.  It was probably not only 
because of his love for Timothy but also the fact that he knew he would probably be 
facing death very soon.  Paul was “mindful” of Timothy’s sadness and sorrows as well 
as the trials he would face in the ministry of the Gospel.  He wanted to “be filled 
with joy” in seeing and having close fellowship with his young brother, pupil, and 
fellow-minister.  We should never consider lightly or take for granted the fellowship 
and friendship of our brethren in the faith. 

(1:5) – Paul was filled with joy when he remembered Timothy’s “unfeigned faith,” 
which is sincere and genuine faith in Christ.  This kind of faith is the gift of God (Eph. 
2:8-9), founded upon the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, and proven by repentance, 
love, and obedience to God motivated by grace, love, and gratitude.  Timothy was 
brought up in and taught the Gospel from his youth because his “grandmother Lois” 
and his “mother Eunice” were faithful believers who loved him and were concerned 
for his soul.  The godly women were saved by God’s grace and faithful to teach it to 
their young son and grandson.  “And I am persuaded that in thee also” – Paul 
expresses his confidence in Timothy as a true believer and true preacher of Christ. 
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