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That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 5:21

Worship Services
Sunday, September 27, 2026
10 am: “Affliction and Prayer”
James Series | Lesson 18
James 5:12-15

Bill Parker

11 am: “The Greater Witness”
John 5:36
Bill Parker

Live Stream

Every Sunday 10 & 11 a.m.
-Sermon Audio

-Facebook

YouTube

Contact

www.rofgrace.com
www.sermonaudio.com/reignofgrace
www.facebook.com/reignofgrace

email

info@rofgrace.com

phone
229.432.6969

address
1102 Eager Drive
Albany, GA 31707

Who Will Be Abased, And Who
Will Be Exalted?

The Lord concluded the parable of the Pharisee and the publican
with these words — “for every one that exalteth himself shall be
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted” (Luke
18:14). What is it for a person to exalt himself? Remember, the
Lord spoke this parable to people who “trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and despised others” (Luke 18:9). He then
used the Pharisee who boasted in what he imagined God had
enabled him to be and to do to be righteous. To exalt yourself, then,
is to imagine yourself saved and accepted of God based on anything
other than the righteousness of Christ freely imputed and received
by faith. To exalt yourself or any sinner in this way is a denial of
Christ. All who boast of such “shall be abased” in that God will
expose the iniquity of their best efforts to establish their own
The
Lord then used the publican, an infamous sinner, who had nothing

righteousness before Him, and they will perish in their sins.

of or from himself in which to boast but only begged for mercy. He
humbled himself as he saw his need of God’s grace and mercy
based on the sacrifice of Christ Who is the one and only mercy-seat.
The publican expressed his need of Christ to satisfy the justice of
God by working out righteousness for him. All who believe and
rest in Christ, who glory in His cross, for the forgiveness of sin and
the establishment of righteousness “shall be exalted” in glory as
they will enter the eternal bliss of heaven in Christ.
—Pastor Bill Parker
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The revelation of the good will of God in Christ, of the finished work of the Savior, and of the
gracious operations of the Holy Spirit, which revelation is made by the Gospel in its declarations,
commands, promises, and encouragements, is the channel in which the water of life runs. Hence it is
called “the word of life,” in opposition to the law, which is the ministration of death and
condemnation. Therefore, living children go to the river which makes glad the city of God, viz., Zion,
where that river flows.  -- Samuel Turner

The Security In Christ Of A True Believer

“We have such an High Priest, Who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in the heavens” (Hebrews 8:1), a kingly Priest, a living Priest, Who hath “ascended up far above
all heavens” (Ephesians 4:10), and is there set down at the right hand of God until He shall appear
“unto them that look for Him ... the second time without sin unto salvation.” (Hebrews 9:28)

He shall come without sin, having thrown it all off, aye, and without charge of sin. “What!”
say you, “without charge of sin?” Yes, as to His redeemed. No charge against them. He will indeed
come to condemn, but it will be those who know Him not. To those who know Him He will say,
“Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of
the world.” (Matthew 25:34) Yes, the kingdom was eternally prepared for them, and they must be
prepared for it.

The point of preparation troubles many, but what is it? Being chosen in Christ before all
worlds by God the Father, redeemed by the Son, and called to the knowledge of ourselves and of
Jesus and His work by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, and so regenerated and made a new creature
and called by grace. Here is meetness and preparedness for eternal glory. Thus, a new creature of
yesterday, or a babe in Christ, when it departs shall go to its home above, be welcomed amongst the
family, received as an heir of God, wrapped in the Father’s arms and bosom forever. And if the babe
in Christ lived to be a father in Christ, or a mother in Israel, there could be no greater meetness, all the
believer’s doings in time being independent of salvation.

What step could the thief upon the cross take towards meetness? Said our LORD, a few
minutes after the thief’s birth, “To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) Why?
Because a child, an elect vessel, a saved soul; and so called by grace to know and love Jesus. Every
soul so called is a justified soul, a pardoned soul, though he may not enjoy the happy experience of it,
for in the kingdom of grace the infant of days and the old man that hath filled his days are alike; “the
child shall die an hundred years old,” being perfect in Christ, “but the sinner being an hundred
years old shall be accursed.” (Isaiah 65:20)

—J. A. Wallinger (1843)
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Prayer Requests

Patricia Pannell, Audrey Asher, Kathy Robinson, Lori Ann Loosier, Leon Drake, Judy Fletcher, David
Tennyson, Monica Hayes, Patsy Parr, Phyllis Payne, Glenn Tennyson, Mason Flynn, Banks Margeson,
Jermaine Harpe, the mission in Malawi, Africa.

-How Firm a Foundation - 268
-Take the Name of Jesus With You - 63

Call To Worship

(Tune — Be Thou My Vision — p. 334)

Jesus, my Savior, and Lord of my life,

I will exalt Thee in calm and in strife.
Thou my salvation, my comfort and stay,
Thy will be done as you guide on my way.

Righteousness given, by grace I am free,

No condemnation for those who believe.

Source of my life and my glorified end,
God has forgiven me of all of my sin.

Mercy and justice are met in accord,
Christ is my Surety Who took justice’s sword.
There on the cross where He died in my place,

Jesus my Savior and Giver of grace.

Lord of all glory, my Lord over all,
I worship Thee and upon Thee I call.
Praises and honor to Thy holy name,
Sing of Thy greatness and Thy truth proclaim.



